Abstract A 48 year old male farmer had recurrent episodes of dyspnoea, shortness of breath, and wheezing after being in his plastic greenhouse when the fungicide tetrachloroisophthalonitrile had been sprayed. A bronchial provocation test with a control challenge and a patch skin test confirmed that his asthma was induced by tetrachloroisophthalonitrile. (Thorax 1992;47:760-761) We measured FEV, before and after the patient entered his plastic greenhouse, in which both tetrachloroisophthalonitrile and dichlorvos (both at concentrations of 3 0-10 0 ppb) had been sprayed by another farmer two hours previously. Before the test his FEV, was 2-87 1. Two minutes after entering the greenhouse he complained of dyspnoea, shortness of breath, and wheezing and his FEV, had fallen to 140 1.
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Case report
With the informed consent of the patient we performed tests to find out which chemical had induced asthma in the plastic greenhouse. In a double blind fashion we sprayed 01% tetrachloroisophthalonitrile, 010% dichlorvos, or water (control) in three different rooms in the hospital on different days. We measured FEV, before and after the exposure. Neither tetrachloroisophthalonitrile nor dichlorvos had a detectable odour at the concentrations used. Two minutes after entering the room where tetrachloroisophthalonitrile had been sprayed he complained of dyspnoea and came out of the room. Tetrachloroisophthalonitrile induced an early and late asthmatic response lasting for 48 hours (fig 2) . He had no symptoms in the room where dichlorvos or water had been sprayed. A normal man (aged 25 years) did not respond to tetrachloroisophthalonitrile, dichlorvos, or water. The concentrations of tetrachloroisophthalonitrile and dichlorvos in the rooms were 1 3-9-8 ppb. Discussion This is the first report of tetrachloroisophthalonitrile induced asthma. The diagnosis of occupational asthma is best confirmed by showing a fall in lung function in relation to Occupational asthma induced by the fungicide tetrachloroisophthalonitrile exposure in the working environment to airborne dusts, gases, vapours, or fumes. 
